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Développement durable - Sustainable development
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828 devalop apatent policy that will enable them to benefit
from their resources;
-To provide these populations with an appropriate income.

REAL EXAMPLES OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
i DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

Ensuring species survival is a concern everywhere, not only inthe
regions where the vulnerable communities live.

# Sofiance: "Sustainable development as the source of a
new kind of innovation”

This is the philosophy prosented by Soliance deputy managing
director Mexis Ranou, Whether it concerns microalgae (a source of
peptides, lipids and aqueous extracts) or large-scale farming
{canola seed oil for DHA and hyaluronic acid, straw/bran for
surfactants), the principles are the
same:

- Traceability from the plant to the
product,

- Quality and profitability,

- Enargy saving: an energy balance
study was eonducted in 2007,

- Environmental protection:a
carbon balance study is underway,
waste management is strict
{[compacting, land treatment,
incineration, ete.), the use of "green
chemistry” processes.

# Alpafior {D5M group): From
edelweiss seed to DNA

. protection

“We tarne nature in order to extract
! its essence,” says Alpaflor RED

. director Frangois Paul. The Swiss

* company works with Alpine flora
{ane-third of the European flora, 500 endemic species), plants
comtaining metabolites that enable them to withstand the stress of
high altitudes. The emblematic Alpine plant edelweiss Is a source of
leontopadic add, a natural antioxidant and ONA protector that is
activated by UV exposure.

Alpaflor takes a comprehensive approach to the use of these plants
in order to:

- Ensure high-quality products that can be used to obtain cosmetic
ingradients that are clearly defined in terms of physicochemistry
and effectiveness;

- Secure its supplies by relying on a renewable source;

- Obtain total traceability, from the sead to the active ingredient;

- Meet the criteria of sustainable development and fair trade, which
means no uncontrolled harvesting and protected agricultural
development in mountain regions;

- Offer organic products certified by Bio Suisse and inspected by
Bio Inspecta.

After studying the plant’s cultivability, Alpaflor initiated an
edelweiss growing operation, germinating the seeds in a nursery
and transplanting the young plants to open fields, “We have
abserved ro difference between domesticated edelweiss and the
plant in its natural cycle.” Paul reports, “os long as the plants are
cultivated at an altitude above 2,000m.”

The same approach is used Tor other plants, such as epilobium. In
order to obtain Ecocert certification, the actives are extracted using
only authorized solvents. 288
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